




Introduction
Hello, We are Nurb Alert, a team of 3rd year students from Ulster University in Belfast.
         Animatic Link
         Our Pitch Video 

We wanted to do the Knock in the Road script by Ella Kennedy as it’s a fantastic script that 
represents the struggles of those who do not have access to necessary transport and it would be 
an amazing opportunity to put our skills forward to a good cause.
 
Coming from a 3D generalist course, we are efficient in all areas of the pipeline and have 
worked on many projects together giving us a strong team dynamic. With our strong creative 
and technical skills, we are confident we can produce a beautiful piece of work with the aim to 
promote the charity RE-CYCLE and represent the transformative effect of bike ownership, on 
the people in the countries that the charity work in.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNaNHUaTcXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lu7d9YuMTo4&feature=youtu.be


Why we want to do BFX this year?
It would allow us to develop our skills and learn innovative approaches to our workflow during 
the summer, while producing work for a good cause that can help a lot of people. RE-CYCLE 
is a great charity that works with other non-profit organizations to provide and distribute the 
necessary transport and/or training that can improve the quality of life for the individuals in 
the countries that RE-CYCLE works in. For us, getting the opportunity to produce a piece of 
work for RE-CYCLE is a much more rewarding experience to hopefully make a difference in 
the lives of the people the charity works with!
 
Coming from Belfast, we would get the opportunity to make friends and connections to 
potential colleagues and employers, we would otherwise not be able to. It’s also an invaluable 
experience to get professional feedback and utilize our team skills in a competitive 
environment. Being able to come from Belfast to Bournemouth would also be a truly 
unforgettable experience.



·         We start off by looking at the sun 
which divides in two, the camera splits 
and pans down to reveal the two scenes, 
a British garden and an African road.

        A woman appears on the road, walking 
towards the camera, struggling to carry 
two water bottles.

Then a man appears wheeling a bike 
from the shed in the garden.

A warehouse worker pushes his way on 
screen in between the two scenes.

The man in the garden grabs his 
attention by waving and he passes 
through the divide with the bike, 
pushing the garden scene out of the 
screen.

The worker then grabs the woman’s 
attention and passes the same bike 
through the next divide to her.

Storyboards



She is delighted and jumps on her new 
bike and cycles towards the camera 
happily. The split now moves so the 
African scene is the majority of the 
screen.

The woman hits a stone in the road 
and gets a puncture which brings her 
to a halt.

This catches the attention of the 
volunteer who grabs a tool box and 
goes to help her.

The pair kneel next to the bike and the 
warehouse worker teaches the woman 
how to fix her bike.

They fix it and stand together where 
the worker hands over the toolbox to 
the woman.

The letter O’s in toolbox then 
transition to the wheels of the 
RE-CYCLE logo.

2D Animatic link 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNaNHUaTcXc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xNaNHUaTcXc


 https://uk.pinterest.com/Phoebe_Long_/bfx/

Inspiration Board / Mood Board

https://uk.pinterest.com/Phoebe_Long_/bfx/
https://uk.pinterest.com/Phoebe_Long_/bfx/


Character Concepts

Influences



Garden – typical British garden at 
midday with a wide colour scheme to 
match the overall bright and colourful 
animation.

OVERALL STYLE – bright and colourful, with the animations drawing attention 
to the right split-screen at the right time to move the narrative forward. We want 
to use painterly soft textures to make the characters and models visually appealing.

Warehouse – a lit warehouse at 
night to bring in some darker 
colours and contrast the 
environment from the British 
garden.

Environment Concepts

Africa – The outskirts of a city with a 
lot of vegetation and colourful 
tin-roofed dwellings, to break away 
from the stereotyping of an African 
landscape.



Warehouse worker – Young character to 
appeal to a 20-30 years old audience 
group.

Bike donor – A trendy “hipster” 
character to appeal to the majority of 
our audience.

Woman in Africa – wearing more 
modern clothes to show that she is 
not as poor but still has to deal with 
the challenges a lack of available 
transport provides.

Character Models 



Environmental Models



Kristina Stankyte Robert CaldwellMéabh Gilheany Rebecca ThompsonPhoebe Long

https://vimeo.com/198376989
https://vimeo.com/198376989
https://vimeo.com/198376989
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcFiPkXhTY4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pcFiPkXhTY4
https://youtu.be/RW5xFhIqmBM
https://youtu.be/RW5xFhIqmBM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJGdrFvb0Mg&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QJGdrFvb0Mg&feature=youtu.be
https://vimeo.com/210285101
https://vimeo.com/210285101








Reference
To whom it may concern,

I am writing this reference in support of our students who are applying for the BFX competition. 
Each of the students, Phoebe Long, Rebecca Thompson, Méabh Gilheany, Robert Caldwell 
and Kristina Stankytė are uniquely talented in their own way. Here at Ulster we are very lucky 
to attract the best students from around the world, which creates a dynamic learning 
environment within which each of these students excel.

In Animation we focus on design thinking in a team based studio where students experience 
the stresses, strains and expectations involved in the creation of high quality outcomes in 
problem based learning. These students are outstanding, artists, team players and leaders 
capable of work of the highest quality.

We are incredibly proud of these students and can not recommend them high enough and offer 
our full support for this competition.

Kind Regards.

Conánn FitzPatrick 
Course Director BDes Hons Animation 
Belfast School of Art 
Ulster University 
Tel. 07857000083 
Email. conann.fitzpatrick@ulster.ac.uk




